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The battles of World War II were won not only by the soldiers on the front lines, and not only by the
generals and admirals, but also by the shadow warriors whose work is captured for the first time in
Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs. Thanks to the interviews and narrative skills of Patrick O'Donnell and to
recent declassifications, an entire chapter of history can now be revealed. A hidden war -- a war of
espionage, intrigue, and sabotage -- played out across the occupied territories of Europe, deep inside enemy
lines. Supply lines were disrupted; crucial intelligence was obtained and relayed back to the Allies;
resistance movements were organized. Sometimes, impromptu combat erupted; more often, the killing was
silent and targeted. The full story of the Office of Strategic Services -- OSS, precursor to the CIA -- is a
dramatic final chapter on one of history's most important conflicts.
In a world made unrecognizable by the restrictions placed on the CIA today, OSS played fast and loose.
Legendary chief "Wild Bill" Donovan created a formidable organization in short order, recruiting not only
the best and brightest, but also the most fearless. His agents, both men and women, relied on guile, sex
appeal, brains, and sheer guts to operate behind the lines, often in disguise, always in secret.
Patrick O'Donnell, called "the next Studs Terkel" by bestselling author Hampton Sides, has made it his life's
mission to capture untold stories of World War II before the last of its veterans passes away. He has
succeeded in extracting stories from the toughest of men, the most elite of soldiers, and, now, the most
secretive of all: the men and women of OSS. From former CIA director William Colby, who parachuted into
Norway to sever rail lines, to Virginia Hall, who disguised herself as a milkmaid, joined the French
Resistance, and became one of Germany's most wanted figures, the stories of OSS are worthy of great
fiction. Yet the stories in this book are all true, carefully verified by O'Donnell's painstaking research.
The agents of OSS did not earn public acclaim. There were no highly publicized medal ceremonies. But the
full story of OSS reveals crucial work in espionage and sabotage, work that paved the way for the Allied
invasions and disrupted the Axis defenses. Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs proves that the hidden war was
among the most dramatic and important elements of World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

This Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War II's OSS
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Operatives, Spies, and
Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War II's OSS without we recognize teach
the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Operatives,
Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War II's OSS can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even phone. This Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of
World War II's OSS having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Mariano Smith:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs:
The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War II's OSS is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Gloria Pruitt:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of
World War II's OSS.

Frances Pierce:

You can find this Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World
War II's OSS by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by



your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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