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This is a romantic fiction written by 19th century writer G.P.R. James, a well-known British writer during
the Victorian Era. This is one of his most famous works, and here is an excerpt from the intro:
Picking up a novel by the historical novelist G. P. R. James, with Virginia as subject and “The Old
Dominion” for title, one inevitably expects a romance about Elizabethan adventures and noble savages,
something after the manner of Fenimore Cooper, with an air of greater antiquity. What, then, is our surprise
to find that the veteran romancer has given us a novel of recent history, with facetious sketches of Yankee
oddities, a plot based on a legal imbroglio, and a painstaking study of that perennial problem, the negro
question. “The Old Dominion” is, in fact, James’s “American Notes” and “Martin Chuzzlewit,” though the
portraiture is altogether kindly, and the satire of the mildest kind. He has observed the life and manners of
the country where he resided as British Consul with the same minute care as that which he lavishes on his
historical studies. Without Dickens’s virulent and entertaining comedy, the picture of life in Virginia in the
thirties is probably far truer because of this scrupulous accuracy, and because of the moderation and patient
endeavour to decide justly upon disputed points. Years before “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” James gave the English
public this thoughtful picture of slavery. He is not one-sided. He rather discloses at once the evils of slavery
and the difficulties of emancipation in a purely imaginative way without pleading strongly for a remedy. He
shows powerfully what a terrible retribution has been brought upon the land by those who introduced
slavery. The negro’s insane ferocity when freed from control, and the peril of a small white population at the
mercy of a host of revolted slaves, are brought out in the history of the negro insurrection, which is traced
from its origin in the preaching of McGrubber and the misguided brooding of Nat Turner, down to its
repression. The hero and heroine and the love romance, with its profusion of obstacles to happiness, are the
familiar ones, with a modern instead of a medi[ae]val environment. But the vivacity of the style is quite
unusual. Mr. Byles is epigrammatic with his three distinctions between the North and the South. “In the
South they fight duels whenever they can, have slaves for their servants, and grow tobacco and corn. In New
England they never fight if they can help it, are slaves to their own servants, and make wooden clocks and
wooden nutmegs.” And our serious romancer even ventures on a broad joke quite frequently.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Old Dominion, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Brenda Fairfax:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be study. The Old Dominion can be your answer since it can be read
by an individual who have those short time problems.

Sophia Morrison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Old Dominion offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Julia Watkins:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Old Dominion was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Old Dominion has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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