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The contribution of the Dutch craftsman and scholar Isaac Beeckman to early modern scientific thought has
never been properly acknowledged. Surprisingly free from the constraints of traditional natural philosophy,
he developed a view of the world in which everything, from the motion of the heavens to musical harmonies,
is explained by reducing it to matter in motion. His ideas deeply influenced Descartes and Gassendi. Klaas
van Berkel has succeeded in unearthing and explicating Beeckman's scientific notebooks, allowing us to
follow how he developed his new philosophy, almost day by day.

Beeckman was almost forgotten until the discovery of his notebooks in the early twentieth century. Isaac
Beeckman on Matter and Motion is the first full-length study of the ideas and motives of this remarkable
figure. Van Berkel's important study first relates Beeckman's life, placing him in the religious, intellectual,
educational, and social context of the Dutch Republic in its golden age. Van Berkel then analyzes the
notebooks themselves and the nature and development of Beeckman's "mechanical philosophy." He
demonstrates how Beeckman's artisanal background and religious convictions shaped his natural philosophy,
even as the decisive influence stems from the educational philosophy of the sixteenth-century French
philosopher Peter Ramus.

Historians of science and the philosophy of science will find the substance of Beeckman's thought and the
unraveling of its growth and development highly interesting. Van Berkel's account provides a new and
comprehensive interpretation of the origins of the mechanical philosophy of nature, the philosophy that
culminated in the work of Isaac Newton.
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From reader reviews:

Guy Gregory:

The book untitled Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.

Lucille Chenier:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion:
Mechanical Philosophy in the Making is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Eva Pham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion:
Mechanical Philosophy in the Making was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion: Mechanical Philosophy in the Making has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Gloria Todd:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion:
Mechanical Philosophy in the Making to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion:
Mechanical Philosophy in the Making can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of these time.
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