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By the first decade of the 1300s, Giotto di Bondone, already the most famous artist in Florence, had
completed his Arena Chapel masterwork in Padua. The frescoes, covering the interior walls of a family
chapel, recount New Testament and Apocryphal stories that passed through three generations: Joachim and
Anna, their daughter the Virgin Mary, and her son, Jesus. The scenes, including births and deaths, the
Passion and the Resurrection, culminate in the breathtaking Last Judgment.
Giotto's Paduan frescoes heralded a new realism. He brought biblical figures to life by creating depth on a
flat surface and then deploying those shapes in space in such a way that they would be seen as being in
motion, moving within a fresco, and even from one fresco to an adjacent one. More significantly, Giotto used
the three dimensions of space as a framework to integrate the direction of movement with the perception of
time, and with that he also linked spatial position and judgments of morality. Good is associated with up
and/or to the right, and Evil with down and/or to the left. In regard to time, the past is signified by movement
to the left, and the future by movement to the right, while a balance of directions induces a frozen moment in
time.
In brief, the Arena Chapel frescoes illustrate the operation of psychological processes that automatically
engage the viewer's attention and resonate with the experience of dramas enacted in the real world. Based on
sources that only recently have been made explicit by modern cognitive science, the present book examines
how Giotto created scenes that tapped these elementary perceptual codes and moved medieval pious
parishioners from a fictive world of icons to a naïve realism that was a first step to modernism, the
Renaissance, and even later to the Enlightenment. Giotto's influential Arena Chapel frescoes were
instrumental in shaping the new world view, one that could accommodate a Last Judgment as a work of art
as opposed to only a terrifying admonition for rectitude.
The story of Giotto's Arena Chapel frescoes, and how they reshaped the medieval mind, is told in the light of
modern cognitive science research and illustrated by way of hyperlinks to his Paduan paintings and many
others.
The author, R.E. Lubow, studied at New York University and Washington State University, and completed
his PhD at Cornell University. Since 1971, he has been at Tel Aviv University where he is currently
Professor emeritus. The recipient of numerous research grants, he has published over 100 articles and
chapters and three books. His widely cited research has focused on vision and attention. He is a Fellow of the
American Psychological Association and the Association for Psychological Science.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Bowen:

This Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist:
Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel without we understand teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive
Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel can bring whenever you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edward Florez:

The particular book Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena
Chapel will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Giotto as an
Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Armando McFarland:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and
Morality in the Arena Chapel can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paula Lauria:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Giotto as an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time,
Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Giotto as
an Intuitive Cognitive Psychologist: Time, Space and Morality in the Arena Chapel.
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