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When O. W. "Bud" Hampton made his first visit to the peoples in remote parts of the Highlands of Irian Jaya
in 1982 and 1983, he found that their ancient stone-based technologies and culture remained virtually intact.
During repeated and extended visits over twelve years, Hampton had unparalleled and irreproducible
opportunity to observe the development, use, and cultural meaning of stone tool assemblages in their
traditional contexts.

In this unique study, Hampton describes the complete cultural inventory of both secular and sacred stones,
ranging from utilitarian stone tools and profane symbolic stones through symbolic spirit stones, power stones
with multiple functions, and medicinal power stone tools, as they were being used in the culture of this long-
isolated people. Hampton portrays the complete cycle of quarrying, manufacture, trade, and uses of the
stones. Specific archaeological questions are addressed in the context of a culture that provides the answers:
What stimulates production? How are tool and symbolic stones manufactured? What is the role of women in
quarrying and production? What kinds of trade mechanisms are at work? Are the distributions of stone tool
types reliable language and cultural boundary markers? How are sacred stones created and what are their
uses? The answers contain rosetta stones of information for worldwide application.

Hampton examines the complexities of the Highlanders' unseen spirit world and its symbiotic relationship
with the world of the seen. The dual worship of ancestor spirits and the sun within the same belief system is
described, with all of the attendant material props.

This extensively illustrated, carefully documented, holistic ethnography presents a detailed study of rarely
observed behavior associated with traditional stone tools and sacred objects practiced by living people within
their integrated society. Archaeologists, anthropologists, other scholars, as well as inquisitive general readers
will find Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone among the Dani a valuable contribution not
only to the ethnography of the New Guinea highlands but to archaeology and anthropology in general.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Scott:

Here thing why this kind of Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone Among the Dani are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone
Among the Dani giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone Among the Dani.
It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone Among the Dani in e-book can be your option.

Kristen Hancock:

The reserve with title Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone Among the Dani posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Garth McDonald:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be Culture of Stone: Sacred and Profane Uses of Stone Among the
Dani.

Mary Clement:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Culture of Stone: Sacred and
Profane Uses of Stone Among the Dani.
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