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From the earliest burial mounds to today's simple street shrines, Boneyards: Detroit Under Ground reveals
how Metro Detroiters have interred their dead and honored their memory. Author Richard Bak investigates
the history of dozens of local cemeteries and also explores the cultural and business side of dying, from old-
fashioned home funerals to the grave-robbing "resurrectionists" of the nineteenth century to modern funeral
directors. Bak presents a mix of historic and contemporary photographs to illustrate each site or event
alongside lively prose descriptions. Taken together, Bak's informative and often surprising historical
snapshots span the entire metro area and three centuries of history.

Boneyards visits the area's largest cemeteries-including Elmwood, Woodmere, Mount Olivet, Mount Elliott-
and showcases some of their most intricate and unusual monuments. Bak also introduces readers to
abandoned graveyards like William Ganong Cemetery in Westland, Millar Cemetery in Clinton Township,
and Beth Olem Cemetery inside the GM Poletown Plant. Bak includes photos of some of the city's largest
funerals, from those of automaker Henry Ford and orchestra conductor Ossip Gabrilovitch to civil rights icon
Rosa Parks and rapper DeShaun "Proof" Holton. In addition, Bak tells the stories of the ordinary and the
unclaimed in local cemeteries, along with the social changes like the creation of a "drive-through" funeral
home in the 1970s, the "white flight" of interred family members from Detroit cemeteries, and the trend of
local cemeteries adding graves that face Mecca to accommodate the growing Muslim population.

Ultimately, Bak proves that our treatment of the dead reveals much about our culture and our values.
Boneyards will be intriguing reading for Detroit historians, local residents, and anyone interested in the
customs of memorializing past generations.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hawkins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
Boneyards: Detroit Under Ground (Painted Turtle) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Linda Christopher:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
publication. The book Boneyards: Detroit Under Ground (Painted Turtle) it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Donald Labelle:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Boneyards: Detroit Under Ground (Painted Turtle) can be your answer as it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Arthur Freeman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Boneyards: Detroit Under
Ground (Painted Turtle) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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