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In 2013, Detroit filed the largest municipal bankruptcy in US history. That dubious honor marked the end of
a long decline, during which city leaders slashed municipal costs and desperately sought to attract private
investment. That same year, an economically resurgent New York City elected a progressive mayor intent on
reducing income inequality and spurring more equitable economic development. Whether or not Mayor Bill
de Blasio realizes his legislative vision, his agenda raises a fundamental question: can American cities
govern, or are they powerless in the face of global capital? Conventional economic wisdom asserts that cities
cannot do very much. Conventional political wisdom asserts that cities should not do very much.

In City Power, Richard Schragger challenges both these claims, arguing that cities can govern, but only if we
let them. In the past decade, city leaders across America have raised the minimum wage, expanded social
services, put conditions on incoming development, and otherwise engaged in social welfare redistribution.
These cities have not suffered from capital flight - in fact, many are experiencing an economic renaissance.
Schragger argues that the range of city policies is not limited by the requirements of capital, but instead by a
constitutional structure that serves the interests of state and federal officials. Maintaining weak cities is a
political choice.

City Power shows how cities can govern despite constitutional limitations - and why we should want them
to. In an era of global capital, municipal power is more relevant than ever to citizen well-being. A dynamic
vision of city politics for the new urban age, City Power demonstrates that the city should be at the very
center of our economic, legal, and political thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this City Power: Urban Governance in a
Global Age book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Darcie Hartman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This City Power: Urban Governance in a Global
Age is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Scott Burnett:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking City Power: Urban Governance in a
Global Age that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick City Power: Urban Governance in a Global Age become your starter.

Anthony Lainez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually City Power:
Urban Governance in a Global Age.
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