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In recent decades, American medicine has become increasingly politicized and politics has become
increasingly medicalized. Behaviors previously seen as virtuous or wicked, wise or unwise are now dealt
with as healthy or sick--unwanted behaviors to be controlled as if they were health issues. The modern
penchant for transforming human problems into diseases and judicial sanctions into treatments, replacing the
rule of law with the rule of medical discretion, leads to the creation of a type of government social critic
Thomas Szasz calls pharmacracy.

Medicalizing troublesome behaviors and social problems is tempting to voters and politicians alike: it
panders to the people by promising to satisfy their needs for dependence on medical authority and offers easy
self-aggrandizement to politicians as the dispensers of more and better health care. Thus, the people gain a
convenient scapegoat, enabling them to avoid personal responsibility for their behavior. The government
gains a rationale for endless and politically expedient wars against social problems defined as public health
emergencies. The health care system gains prestige, funding, and bureaucratic power that only an alliance
with the political system can provide.

However, Szasz warns, the creeping substitution of pharmacracy for democracy--private medical concerns
increasingly perceived as requiring a political response--inexorably erodes personal freedom and dignity.
Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in America is a clear and convincing presentation of this hidden danger,
all too often ignored in our health care debates and avoided in our political contests.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

This book untitled Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in America to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Ronald Stallings:

Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in America can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Pharmacracy: Medicine and
Politics in America yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Michael Sheridan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be read. Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in America can be your answer as it can
be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Jessie Adams:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Pharmacracy: Medicine and Politics in America this book consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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