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This new Norton Critical Edition recounts the 1527–36 expedition of Cabeza de Vaca, the first Spanish
explorer to cross North America.

Published in 1542 to an astonished and captivated public, Chronicle of the Narváez Expedition tells the
unforgettable story of a sixteenth-century soldier turned explorer who, along with three other survivors of a
shipwreck, makes his way across an unknown geographic and cultural landscape. This Norton Critical
Edition is based on David Frye’s new translation. It is accompanied by Ilan Stavan’s introduction, the
translator’s preface, the editor’s detailed explanatory annotations, and a map tracing Cabeza de Vaca’s
journey from Florida to California.

“Alternative Narratives and Sequels” enriches the reader’s understanding of and appreciation for Cabeza de
Vaca’s chronicle, which can be read both as historical record and as fiction (Cabeza de Vaca having written
his account years after the events took place). Gonzalo Fernández de Oviedo y Valdéz’s General and
Natural History of the Indies (1535) provides a different account of the same journey, while sequels can be
found in a 1539 letter from the Viceroy of New Spain to the Emperor and in Fray Marcos de Niza’s Relación
on the Discovery of the Kingdom of Cibola (1539).

The Spanish explorers, soldiers, and missionaries of the period saw the New World as a place of
enchantment, riches, and opportunity. This spirit is captured in “Contexts” with documents including a 1493
letter from Christopher Columbus to a potential benefactor of his future travels; Hernán Cortés’s 1520 letter
from Mexico; and an excerpt from Fray Bartolomé’s Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies (1542). A
selection from Miguel León Portilla’s Broken Spears provides readers with the viewpoint of the vanquished.

“Criticism” includes five major assessments of Chronicle of the Narváez Expedition spanning eighty years.
Contributors include Morris Bishop, Rolena Adorno and Patrick Charles Pautz, Paul Schneider, Andrés
Reséndez, and Beatriz Rivera-Barnes.

A Chronology, Selected Bibliography, and Index are also included. 1 Map
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From reader reviews:

Saul Robinson:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Chronicle of the Narváez Expedition
(Norton Critical Editions) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Irving Wile:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Chronicle of the Narváez Expedition
(Norton Critical Editions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Kristen Blasingame:

Chronicle of the Narváez Expedition (Norton Critical Editions) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Chronicle of the Narváez
Expedition (Norton Critical Editions) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Joshua Miner:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Chronicle of the Narváez
Expedition (Norton Critical Editions) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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