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With the Commonwealth of Virginia's Public Park Condemnation Act of 1928, the
state surveyed for and acquired three thousand tracts of land that would become Shenandoah
National Park. The Commonwealth condemned the homes of five hundred families so that their land
could be "donated" to the federal government and placed under the auspices of the National Park
Service. Prompted by the condemnation of their land, the residents began writing letters to
National Park and other government officials to negotiate their rights and to request various
services, property, and harvests. Typically represented in the popular media as lawless,
illiterate, and incompetent, these mountaineers prove themselves otherwise in this poignant
collection of letters. The history told by the residents themselves both adds to and counters
the story that is generally accepted about them.

These letters are
housed in the Shenandoah National Park archives in Luray, Virginia, which was opened briefly to
the public from 2000 to 2002, but then closed due to lack of funding. This selection of roughly
150 of these letters, in their entirety, makes these documents available again not only to the
public but also to scholars, researchers, and others interested in the region's history, in the
politics of the park, and in the genealogy of the families. Supplementing the letters are
introductory text, photographs, annotation, and oral histories that further document the lives
of these individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Nona Whitehouse:

The book "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah National Park, 1934-1938 gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make studying a book "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in
Shenandoah National Park, 1934-1938 being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a guide "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah National Park,
1934-1938. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

David Bolds:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept "Answer at Once":
Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah National Park, 1934-1938 suitable to you? The book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain
Families in Shenandoah National Park, 1934-1938is a single of several books that will everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Alfred Leahy:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this "Answer
at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah National Park, 1934-1938, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.

Ernestine Biggs:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year.
As we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to



around the world. By book "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah National Park,
1934-1938 we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life at this time book "Answer at Once": Letters of Mountain Families in Shenandoah
National Park, 1934-1938. You can more inviting than now.
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