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Victor Hugo was the titan of his age.

Not only was he a superb poet, novelist, dramatist, essayist, and critic who influenced generations of writers
following him, he won a degree of hysterical public worship such as no author had ever received.

But his whole life was a series of paradoxes.

Hugo was pompous, yet possessed a quiet, sweet humility that was startling. He was a penny-pincher who
lived like a monarch, and a profligate when it suited his fancy.

He proclaimed the virtues of monogamy, yet in later years had scores of mistresses. At the height of his
career, he maintained three separate households at the same time: for his wife, his principal mistress, and a
woman who might best be described as an auxiliary mistress.

He imagined himself a man of the people, but so mishandled himself during a political crisis in Paris that he
barely escaped lynching by the public.

An aspiring politician whose views ran from orthodox monarchism, through Bonapartism, to liberal
republicanism, Hugo yearned for a political career. Although he became a member of both the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate, he failed miserably in his second vocation. But many considered him the most
influential political figure of his day, and he played a major role in the downfall of Napoleon III.

The events of his life were not only melodramatic, but often tragic.

His favourite brother went mad at Victor’s wedding, and had to be confined to a sanatorium, where he
languished for many years. The eldest of Victor’s daughters, his favourite, was drowned in the Seine, and
may have committed suicide. He not only outlived his two sons, but his younger daughter became insane
after an abortive elopement with a British army officer and spent the next half-century in an asylum.

The highs and lows that shaped him as a man, also shaped his writing. And his unwavering dedication to
giving a voice to the outcasts, the poverty-stricken and the dispossessed helped create his two most famous
novels: ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ and ‘Les Miserables’.

Using Hugo’s compelling, and often tragic, life Gerson analyses Hugo’s much-loved novels and gives a
fascinating portrait of a remarkable man.

Noel Bertram Gerson (1913-1988) was a prolific American author, who wrote 325 books under his own
name and under several pseudonyms. He channeled his own wartime experience in military intelligence into
many of his novels, as well as writing widely about American history. His titles include ‘Liner’, ‘Daughter of
Earth and Water: A Biography of Mary Shelley’, ‘The Conqueror’s Wife’ and ‘I’ll Storm Hell: A Novel of
Mad Anthony Wayne’.

Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more information on our titles please



sign up to our newsletter at www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will receive updates on free and
discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook via
http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers. Endeavour Press believes
that the future is now.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Victor
Hugo: A Tumultuous Life. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Jessica Ball:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Victor Hugo: A Tumultuous Life
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Victor Hugo: A Tumultuous Life become your current starter.

Clorinda Combs:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Victor Hugo: A Tumultuous Life. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Andre Smith:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Victor Hugo: A Tumultuous Life was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Victor Hugo: A Tumultuous Life has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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