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Gardens have been all things to all people: paradoxical sites of pleasure and pain, safety and danger, art and
nature; public spaces and private retreats, places of physical labor and metaphysical reflection. This diversity
and versatility have always attracted poets, whose repertory of garden themes on paper matches what
gardeners themselves have achieved on the ground.
Now, in The Oxford Book of Garden Verse, the best of this tradition has been gathered. From enclosed
gardens and landscape parks to Victorian flower gardens and modern patios, successive historical periods of
gardening are mirrored in verse from the Middle Ages to the present day. gardening--from enclosed garden
and landscape park to Victorian flower-garden and modern patio--are mirrored in verse from the Middle
Ages to the present day. Here is a variety of poetic expression: the metaphorical associations gardens inspire,
and the detailed descriptions, both romantic and robust. Microcosms of society--either perfectly maintained
or ill-kempt and overrun, where love can blossom alongside the flowers, or withering and decay may presage
death--gardens are also sites of real human labor. And in The Oxford Book of Garden Verse, the gardener is
celebrated as much as the creation, as are the mundane tasks of weeding, making compost, mowing lawns,
and tending the grounds.
In his introduction, John Dixon Hunt discusses certain themes that recur throughout a selection that ranges
from Chaucer to Pope, Marvell to Tennyson, Coleridge to Fleur Adcock, W.B. Yeats to Anthony Hecht, and
Rudyard Kipling to Anne Sexton. Particularly fertile in modern examples, this delightful anthology is a riot
of literary talent to match the most abundant of gardens.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Woodward:

The actual book The Oxford Book of Garden Verse will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Oxford Book of Garden Verse is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Laurence Asher:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Oxford Book of Garden Verse can be excellent book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Jolene Rivera:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but in addition novel and The Oxford Book of Garden Verse or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Oxford Book of Garden Verse to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jonathan Baker:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Oxford Book of Garden Verse to make
your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication The Oxford Book of Garden Verse can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of the time.
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