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Over the past century, academics and dramatists have noted that the Gospel of John displays similar
characteristics to Greek dramatic literature. Dialogue and Drama presents a detailed and nuanced review
from Jo-Ann Brant, a scholar well versed in the study of both Greek tragedy and the New Testament. She
argues that the fourth evangelist was thoroughly familiar with the conventions of Greek drama and used
them to more effectively present the Gospel’s plot.

As in Greek tragedy, dialogue is the major form of action. The hero, Jesus, engages in verbal duels with his
opponents in order to provoke a lethal contest, which culminates in his glorious death. Dialogue and Drama
creates an accessible world for the audience and makes them witnesses of the tragedy, drawing readers into a
corporate act of remembering.

Brant casts fresh perspective on the roles of the Jews, Peter, the women around Jesus, and the beloved
disciple, proposing an alternative account of the evangelist’s dualistic and polemical language and offering
new approaches to aspects of the Gospel that have long puzzled readers and dominated scholarly debate.
Scholars of literary Biblical criticism and students of drama will find in this text a thorough, engaging, and
interdisciplinary study that answers questions left open by prevailing theories and opens new avenues of
research yet to be explored.

"Dialogue and Drama is a rarity—something genuinely new in Johannine studies. As a literary critic must
do, Brant focuses on form rather than content or context, and she provides convincing evidence of parallels
between formal aspects of the Gospel of John and those of classical Greek tragedy. She clearly demonstrates
how different John is from the Synoptics in this regard, especially in John’s use of speech to create action.
Always careful to avoid overstating her case, Brant presents a detailed and nuanced study that offers fresh
means to explore the complexities and perplexities of the Fourth Gospel. Dialogue and Drama opens new
vistas on John even for those who are not inclined to abandon the old ones." —David Rensberger, Professor
of New Testament, Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta

"Every student of antiquity knows the importance of drama in the cultural life of the Greeks and the Romans.
Jo-Ann Brant has now demonstrated that the Fourth Evangelist was thoroughly familiar with the conventions
of Greek drama, especially the tragedies. Marshalling the literature on both ancient drama and Johannine
studies, and using the insights of structural theorists, she convincingly shows how dramatic conventions
make sense of neglected or otherwise puzzling aspects of the Gospel. Readers will find rewarding insights
into the functions of John’s dramatis personae and the Gospel’s often neglected discourses. Most important,
we can now read the Gospel with greater sensitivity to the way it was originally heard." —R. Alan
Culpepper, Professor of New Testament and Dean, McAfree School of Theology, Mercer University
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

The book Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Dialogue and
Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Annie Adcock:

This Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Dialogue and Drama: Elements of
Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the
Fourth Gospel forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dominick Tran:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel, you
are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Clayton Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Dialogue and Drama: Elements of Greek Tragedy in the Fourth Gospel can make you
sense more interested to read.
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