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The central purpose of this book is to help change the terms of the debate on animism, a classic theme in
anthropology. It combines some of the finest ethnographic material currently available (including firsthand
research on the Chachi of Ecuador) with an unusually broad geographic scope (the Americas, Asia, and
Africa). Edward B. Tylor originally defined animism as the first phase in the development of religion. The
heyday of cultural evolutionism may be over, but his basic conception is commonly assumed to remain valid
in at least one respect: there is still a broad consensus that everything is alive within animism, or at least that
more things are alive than a modern scientific observer would allow for (e.g., clouds, rivers, mountains) It is
considered self-evident that animism is based on a kind of exaggeration: its adherents are presumed to
impute life to this, that and the other in a remarkably generous manner. Against the prevailing consensus,
this book argues that if animism has one outstanding feature, it is its peculiar restrictiveness. Animistic
notions of life are astonishingly uniform across the globe, insofar as they are restricted rather than
exaggerated. In the modern Western cosmology, life overlaps with the animate. Within animism, however,
life is always conditional, and therefore tends to be limited to one’s kin, one’s pets and perhaps the plants in
one’s garden. Thus it emerges that "our" modern biological concept of life is stranger than generally thought.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Animism and the
Question of Life (Routledge Studies in Anthropology)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Clair Lemanski:

This Animism and the Question of Life (Routledge Studies in Anthropology) are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Animism and the Question of Life
(Routledge Studies in Anthropology) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Animism and the Question of Life (Routledge
Studies in Anthropology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Martina White:

The book with title Animism and the Question of Life (Routledge Studies in Anthropology) has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Bruce Hardin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Animism and the Question of Life (Routledge
Studies in Anthropology) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Animism and the
Question of Life (Routledge Studies in Anthropology).
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