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The historical memory of the Civil War and Reconstruction has earned increasing attention from scholars.
Only recently, however, have historians begun to explore African American efforts to interpret those events.
With Defining Moments, Kathleen Clark shines new light on African American commemorative traditions in
the South, where events such as Emancipation Day and Fourth of July ceremonies served as opportunities for
African Americans to assert their own understandings of slavery, the Civil War, and Emancipation--efforts
that were vital to the struggles to define, assert, and defend African American freedom and citizenship.

Focusing on urban celebrations that drew crowds from surrounding rural areas, Clark finds that
commemorations served as critical forums for African Americans to define themselves collectively. As they
struggled to assert their freedom and citizenship, African Americans wrestled with issues such as the content
and meaning of black history, class-inflected ideas of respectability and progress, and gendered notions of
citizenship. Clark's examination of the people and events that shaped complex struggles over public self-
representation in African American communities brings new understanding of southern black political
culture in the decades following Emancipation and provides a more complete picture of historical memory in
the South.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

The book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-
1913 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make studying a book Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture
in the South, 1863-1913 being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the
South, 1863-1913. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jacob Roberts:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913,
you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Oren Nelson:

The reason? Because this Defining Moments: African American Commemoration and Political Culture in the
South, 1863-1913 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Hoyt Knapp:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Defining Moments: African
American Commemoration and Political Culture in the South, 1863-1913 is simple bringing you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book,



you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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