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This book introduces to an English-language audience the writings of the so-called New Vienna School of
art history. In the 1930s Hans Sedlmayr (1896-1984) and Otto Pächt (1902-1988) undertook an ambitious
extension of the formalist art historical project of Alois Riegl (1858-1905). Sedlmayr and Pächt began with
an aestheticist conception of the autonomy and irreducibility of the artistic process. At the same time they
believed they could read entire cultures and worldviews in the work of art. The key to this contextualist
alchemy was the concept of "structure," a kind of deep formal property that the work of art shared with the
world. Sedlmayr and Pächt's project immediately caught the attention of thinkers like Walter Benjamin who
were similarly impatient with traditional empiricist scholarship. But the new project had its dark side.
Sedlmayr used art history as a vehicle for a sweeping critique of modernity that soon escalated into
nationalist and outright fascist polemic, even while Pächt, a Jew, was forced into exile. Sedlmayr and the
whole scholarly project of Strukturanalyse were sharply repudiated by Meyer Schapiro and later Ernst
Gombrich.

After an introductory essay, the book opens with two selections from Riegl. Following this are essays by
Sedlmayr, Pächt, Guido Kaschnitz-Weinberg, and Fritz Novotny, all dating from the 1930s. The book closes
with the divergent responses of Benjamin (1933) and Schapiro (1936). The difference of opinion between
these two key voices raises again the question of the legitimacy and effectiveness of the method, and reveals
the analogies between the New Vienna School project and the antiempiricist cultural histories of our own
time. The book also contains an extensive bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Vienna School Reader: Politics and Art Historical Method in
the 1930s as your daily resource information.

Harold Cole:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Vienna School Reader: Politics and
Art Historical Method in the 1930s can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Joseph Wood:

You can get this Vienna School Reader: Politics and Art Historical Method in the 1930s by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.

Victor Willis:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book Vienna School Reader: Politics and Art Historical Method in the 1930s we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Vienna
School Reader: Politics and Art Historical Method in the 1930s. You can more attractive than now.
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