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From the days of the American Frontier, the term "open spaces" has evoked a vision of unspoiled landscapes
stretching endlessly toward the horizon, of nature operating on its own terms without significant human
interference. Ever since, government agencies, academia, and conservation organizations have promoted
policies that treat large, complex systems with a one-size-fits-all mentality that fails to account for equally
complex social dimensions of humans on the landscape. This is wrong, argues landscape ecologist and
researcher Charles Curtin. We need a science-based approach that tells us how to think about our large
landscapes and open spaces at temporally and spatially appropriate scales in a way that allows local
landowners and other stakeholders a say in their futures.
 
The Science of Open Spaces turns conventional conservation paradigms on their heads, proposing that in
thinking about complex natural systems, whether the arid spaces of the southwestern United States or open
seas shared by multiple nations, we must go back to "first principles"--those fundamental physical laws of
the universe--and build innovative conservation from the ground up based on theory and backed up by
practical experience. Curtin walks us through such foundational science concepts as thermodynamics,
ecology, sociology, and resilience theory, applying them to real-world examples from years he has spent
designing large-scale, place-based collaborative research programs in the United States and around the
world.
 
Compelling for not only theorists and students, but also practitioners, agency personnel, and lay readers, this
book offers a thoughtful and radical departure from business-as-usual management of Earth's dwindling
wide-open spaces.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Batey:

This The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving
Large, Complex Systems without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large,
Complex Systems can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and
Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Johnny Relyea:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Science
of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Science of Open Spaces:
Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systemsis the main of several books in which everyone
read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Willie Dominguez:

Beside that The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving
Large, Complex Systems because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Joshua Little:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for
Conserving Large, Complex Systems was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems has



many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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