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With her perfect memory (and plenty of zip), ninety-five-year-old Ruth Gruber–adventurer, international
correspondent, photographer, maker of (and witness to) history, responsible for rescuing hundreds of
thousands of Jewish refugees during World War II and after–tells her story in her own words and
photographs.

Gruber’s life has been extraordinary and extraordinarily heroic. She received a B.A. from New York
University in three years, a master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin a year later, and a Ph.D. from
the University of Cologne (magna cum laude) one year after that, becoming at age twenty the youngest Ph.D.
in the world (it made headlines in The New York Times; the subject of her thesis: the then little-known
Virginia Woolf).

At twenty-four, Gruber became an international correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune and traveled
across the Soviet Arctic, scooping the world and witnessing, firsthand, the building of cities in the Siberian
gulag by the pioneers and prisoners Stalin didn’t execute . . . At thirty, she traveled to Alaska for Harold L.
Ickes, FDR’s secretary of the interior, to look into homesteading for G.I.s after World War II . . . And when
she was thirty-three, Ickes assigned another secret mission to her–one that transformed her life: Gruber
escorted 1,000 Holocaust survivors from Italy to America, the only Jews given refuge in this country during
the war. “I have a theory,” Gruber said, “that even though we’re born Jews, there is a moment in our lives
when we become Jews. On that ship, I became a Jew.”

Gruber’s role as rescuer of Jews was just beginning.

In Witness, Gruber writes about what she saw and shows us, through her haunting and life-affirming
photographs–taken on each of her assignments–the worlds, the people, the landscapes, the courage, the hope,
the life she witnessed up close and firsthand: the Siberian gulag of the 1930s and the new cities being built
there (Gruber, then untrained as a photographer, brought her first Rolleicord with her) . . . the Alaska
highway of 1943, built by 11,000 soldiers, mostly black men from the South (the highway went from
Dawson Creek, British Columbia, 1,500 miles to Fairbanks) . . . her thirteen-day voyage on the army-troop
transport Henry Gibbins with refugees and wounded American soldiers, escorting and then photographing
the refugees as they arrived in Oswego, New York (they arrived in upstate New York as Adolf Eichmann
was sending 750,000 Jews from Hungary to Auschwitz).

In 1947, Gruber traveled for the Herald Tribune with the United Nations Special Commission on Palestine
(UNSCOP) through the postwar displaced persons camps in Europe, and then to North Africa, Palestine, and
the Arab world; the committee’s recommendation that Palestine be partitioned into a Jewish state and an
Arab state was one of the key factors that led to the founding of Israel.

We see Gruber’s remarkable photographs of a former
American pleasure boat (which had been renamed Exodus 1947) as it limped into Haifa harbor, trying to
deliver 4,500 Jewish refugees (including 600 orphans), under attack by five British destroyers and a cruiser
that stormed the Exodus with guns, tear gas, and truncheons, while the crew of the Exodus fought back with



potatoes, sticks, and cans of kosher meat. In a cable to the Herald Tribune, Gruber reported that “the ship
looks like a matchbox splintered by a nutcracker.” She was with the people of the Exodus and photographed
them when they were herded onto three prison ships. Gruber represented the entire American press aboard
the ship Runnymede Park, photographing the prisoners as they defiantly painted a swastika on the Union
Jack.

During her thirty-two years as a correspondent, Ruth Gruber photographed what she saw and captured the
triumph of the human spirit.

“Take photographs with your heart,” Edward Steichen told her.

Witness is a revelation–of a time, a place, a world, a spirit, a belief. It is, above all else, a book of heart.
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Witness: One of the Great Correspondents of the
Twentieth Century Tells Her Story can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Marianne Haglund:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Witness: One of the Great
Correspondents of the Twentieth Century Tells Her Story that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Witness: One of the Great
Correspondents of the Twentieth Century Tells Her Story become your starter.

Albertha Lemons:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be learn. Witness: One of the Great Correspondents of the Twentieth Century
Tells Her Story can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Thomas Towne:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Witness: One of the Great
Correspondents of the Twentieth Century Tells Her Story or maybe others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Witness: One of the Great
Correspondents of the Twentieth Century Tells Her Story to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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