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Endlessly browsable illustrated journey through comics' history of radical portrayals both good and
bad, now in softcover.

This book spotlights over 100 comic strips, comic books, and graphic novels to feature black characters from
all over the world over the last century, and the result is a fascinating journey to, if not enlightenment, then at
least away from the horrendous caricatures of yore.

The book begins with the habitually appalling images of blacks as ignorant “coons” in the earliest syndicated
strips (Happy Hooligan, Moon Mullins, and The Katzenjammer Kids); continues with the almost-quaint
colonialist images of the often-suppressed Tintin album Tintin in the Congo and such ambiguous figures as
Mandrake the Magician’s “noble savage” assistant Lothar in the ’30s (not to mention Torchy Brown, the first
syndicated black character), moving on to such oddities as the offensive Ebony character in Will Eisner’s
otherwise classic The Spirit from the ’40s and ’50s.

We then continue into the often earnest attempts at ’60s integration in such strips as Peanuts (and comic
books such as the Fantastic Four), as well as the first wave of “black strips” like Wee Pals, juxtaposed with
the shocking satire of underground comics such as R. Crumb’s incendiary Angefood McSpade. Also
investigated is the increased use of blacks in super-hero comic books as well as syndicated strips. Black
Images in the Comics wraps up from the ’80s to now, with the increased visibility of blacks, often in works
actually produced by blacks, all the way to the South African strip Madam & Eve, Aaron McGruder’s
pointed daily The Boondocks, and more ? including over a dozen new entries added to the out-of-print
hardcover edition.

Each strip, comic, or graphic novel is spotlighted via a compact but instructive 200-word essay and a
representative illustration. The book is augmented by a context-setting introduction, an extensive source list
and bibliography, and a foreword by Charles R. Johnson, the recipient of a MacArthur Foundation
fellowship and winner of the National Book Award for his 1990 novel Middle Passage.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

The book Black Images in the Comics can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Black Images in the Comics? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Black Images in the Comics has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Arrington:

Black Images in the Comics can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
put every word into joy arrangement in writing Black Images in the Comics but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Robert Schrader:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Black Images in the Comics can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short
free time problems.

Damian Woodward:

This Black Images in the Comics is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Black Images in the Comics can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life
along with knowledge.
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