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A landmark biography that reveals the secret past of one of the most influential academics of the
twentieth century.

Over thirty years after his death in 1983, Paul de Man, a hugely charismatic intellectual who created with
deconstruction an ideology so pervasive that it threatened to topple the very foundations of literature,
remains a haunting and still largely unexamined figure. Deeply influential, de Man and his theory-driven
philosophy were so dominant that his passing received front-page coverage, suggesting that a cult hero, if not
intellectual rock star, had met an untimely end.

Yet in 1988, de Man's reputation was ruined when it was discovered that he had written an anti-Semitic
article and worked for a collaborating Belgium newspaper during World War II. Who was he, really, and
who had he been? No one knew. Still in shock, few of his followers wanted to find out. Once an admirer,
although never a theorist, the biographer Evelyn Barish began her own investigation. Relying on years of
original archival work and interviews with over two hundred of de Man's circle of friends and family, most
of them now dead, Barish vividly re-creates this collaborationist world of occupied Belgian and France.

Born in 1919 to a rich but tragically unstable family, Paul de Man, a golden boy, was influenced by his uncle
Henri de Man, a socialist turned Nazi collaborator who became the de facto Belgian prime minister. By the
early 1940s, Paul, while seemingly only a reviewer for Nazi newspapers, was secretly rising in far more
important jobs in Belgium's and France’s collaborationist regimes.

Postwar, barred from the university, de Man created a publishing house, but stole all its assets; then, facing
jail, he fled to New York, abandoning his family (his opportunistic, anti-Semitic writing seemed the least of
his crimes). Arriving penniless, he quickly rose again, befriending an entire generation of American writers
in New York, including Dwight Macdonald, Elizabeth Hardwick, and Mary McCarthy. Barish sketches de
Man's renowned careers at Bard and Yale, as well as the circumstances surrounding his loving?but
bigamous?second marriage to former Bard student Patricia Kelley, who created the tranquillity he so lacked.

Juxtaposing this personal story to his meteoric rise through American academia, Barish traces the origins of
the philosophical deconstructionism that he later created with Jacques Derrida, showing how de Man
attracted followers with his attack on the hypocrisy of society that attempts to cover up the "essential
alienation" of art from "the system." While focusing on the biographical facts, this commanding and
psychologically probing biography reveals as much about human behavior and the cross-currents of
twentieth-century intellectual thought as it does about the man who held an entire generation in his thrall.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Double Life of Paul De Man
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gail Brasfield:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Double Life of Paul De Man as the daily
resource information.

Edward Carter:

The actual book The Double Life of Paul De Man will bring that you the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very appropriate to you. The book The Double Life of Paul De Man is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Donna Vandyne:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Double Life of Paul De
Man can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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