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From the reign of Peter the Great, Russia's country estates were oases of barbarian splendour and personal
freedom in a vast, sparsely settled and authoritarian land. This work explores the vanished world of the
Russian country estate. It examines the aristocratic dwellings, discussing their origins, their design and
decoration, the social, family, and cultural life within their walls, and their physical demise after the 1917
revolution. In these enclaves, newly acquired European habits competed with age-old Russian tradition. The
nobility owned legions of serfs from brickmakers and gardeners to gilders and portrait painters whose labour
made possible a unique way of life. On some estates, serf theatres and harems reflected the owner's
unrestrained personal fantasy; on others, relations between lord and serf echoed the patriarchal values of the
Russian elite. Throughout the empire, the sights, sounds and realities of country life inspired both plans for
political and social reform and much of Russia's great art, literature and music. The emancipation of the serfs
in 1861 altered the dynamics of this life, but the cultural significance of the estate remained strong to the end
of the old regime. The Bolshevik revolution destroyed both the world of the estate and much of the evidence
about it. To recreate this lost world the author draws on sources including the physical remains of once grand
manor houses (many photographed for this book), the diaries and memoirs that chronicle a way of life that
was to perish, and the Russian art and literature that estate life produced and in which it was portrayed.
Juxtaposing images from art and from the novels of such literary giants as Turgenev and Tolstoy with the
real milieu that inspired them, this text is a portrait of Russian country life.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Bailey:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Life on
the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Soltero:

This Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social and Cultural History in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

James Jernigan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Life on the Russian Country Estate:
A Social and Cultural History which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jennifer Day:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Life on the Russian Country Estate: A Social
and Cultural History can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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