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In Birth of a Notion, poet and playwright Bill Harris confronts contemporary stereotypes and prejudices by
looking back to their roots in early American history. In a hybrid work of prose and poetry that takes its cues
from nineteenth-century minstrelsy, Harris speaks back to preconceived notions about "blackness" through
many different characters and voices. His narrative is at turns sarcastic, serious, wry, and lyrical, as he
investigates the source of pervasive racist images and their incorporation into American culture.

Harris takes readers on a tour of nineteenth-century American history, from the 1830s and the rise of the
abolitionist movement, to Reconstruction and the Industrial Revolution in the 1860s, and to the beginning of
the twentieth century. He considers cultural productions that gave rise to America's idea of the "new Negro,"
including the development of minstrelsy as popular entertainment, the publication of Uncle Tom's Cabin, the
museum curios of P. T. Barnum, and the exhibitions of "exotic" people at the 1893 Chicago World's Fair.
Along the way, Harris interjects a range of symbols, word-play, and famous personalities into his narrative,
referring to everyone from Karl Marx, Uncle Sam, Charles Dickens, Buffalo Bill, and Walt Whitman. He
ends with the development of jazz and the blues as cultural products that would become important vehicles
for self-representation in the new century.

Harris's fast-paced narrative interspersed with graphic elements shows the importance of point-of-view in
creating history, which always contains some elements of fiction as a result. Anyone interested in poetry,
American history, and African American studies will appreciate Birth of a Notion.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The book Birth of a Notion; Or, The Half Ain't Never Been Told: A Narrative Account with Entertaining
Passages of the State of Minstrelsy and of America & the ... Thereof (Made in Michigan Writers Series) has
a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

William Meadows:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Birth of a Notion; Or, The Half Ain't Never Been Told: A Narrative Account with Entertaining Passages of
the State of Minstrelsy and of America & the ... Thereof (Made in Michigan Writers Series) which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Cecilia Moore:

This Birth of a Notion; Or, The Half Ain't Never Been Told: A Narrative Account with Entertaining
Passages of the State of Minstrelsy and of America & the ... Thereof (Made in Michigan Writers Series) is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Birth of a Notion; Or, The Half Ain't Never Been Told: A Narrative Account
with Entertaining Passages of the State of Minstrelsy and of America & the ... Thereof (Made in Michigan
Writers Series) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your
better life and also knowledge.

Cathy Lantz:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Birth of a Notion; Or, The Half Ain't Never Been Told: A Narrative Account with
Entertaining Passages of the State of Minstrelsy and of America & the ... Thereof (Made in Michigan Writers
Series) when you required it?
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