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In Civil War Humor, author Cameron C. Nickels examines the various forms of comedic popular artifacts
produced in America from 1861 to 1865, and looks at how wartime humor was created, disseminated, and
received by both sides of the conflict. Song lyrics, newspaper columns, sheet music covers, illustrations,
political cartoons, fiction, light verse, paper dolls, printed envelopes, and penny dreadfuls?from and for the
Union and the Confederacy?are analyzed at length.

Nickels argues that the war coincided with the rise of inexpensive mass printing in the United States and thus
subsequently with the rise of the country’s widely distributed popular culture. As such, the war was as much
a “paper war”?involving the use of publications to disseminate propaganda and ideas about the Union and
the Confederacy’s positions?as one taking place on battlefields. Humor was a key element on both sides in
deflating pretensions and establishing political stances (and ways of critiquing them). Civil War Humor
explores how the combatants portrayed Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln, life on the home front,
battles, and African Americans.

Civil War Humor reproduces over sixty illustrations and texts created during the war and provides close
readings of these materials. At the same time, it places this corpus of comedy in the context of wartime
history, economies, and tactics. This comprehensive overview examines humor’s role in shaping and
reflecting the cultural imagination of the nation during its most tumultuous period.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Parker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Civil War Humor that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Civil
War Humor become your current starter.

David Clark:

The book untitled Civil War Humor contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Dora Mohammed:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Civil War Humor can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Refugio Kennedy:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Civil War Humor to make
your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
Civil War Humor can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of this time.
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