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In Always Already New, Lisa Gitelman explores the newness of new media while she asks what it means to
do media history. Using the examples of early recorded sound and digital networks, Gitelman challenges
readers to think about the ways that media work as the simultaneous subjects and instruments of historical
inquiry. Presenting original case studies of Edison's first phonographs and the Pentagon's first distributed
digital network, the ARPANET, Gitelman points suggestively toward similarities that underlie the cultural
definition of records (phonographic and not) at the end of the nineteenth century and the definition of
documents (digital and not) at the end of the twentieth. As a result, Always Already New speaks to present
concerns about the humanities as much as to the emergent field of new media studies. Records and
documents are kernels of humanistic thought, after all--part of and party to the cultural impulse to preserve
and interpret. Gitelman's argument suggests inventive contexts for "humanities computing" while also
offering a new perspective on such traditional humanities disciplines as literary history.Making extensive use
of archival sources, Gitelman describes the ways in which recorded sound and digitally networked text each
emerged as local anomalies that were yet deeply embedded within the reigning logic of public life and public
memory. In the end Gitelman turns to the World Wide Web and asks how the history of the Web is already
being told, how the Web might also resist history, and how using the Web might be producing the conditions
of its own historicity.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT
Press). Try to face the book Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Ronald Jackson:

Precisely why? Because this Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Beside this particular Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data
of Culture (MIT Press) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Shirley Eagle:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Always Already New: Media,
History, and the Data of Culture (MIT Press) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to



open a book and go through it. Beside that the book Always Already New: Media, History, and the Data of
Culture (MIT Press) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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