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Has the international movement for democracy and human rights gone from being a weapon against power
to part of the arsenal of power itself? Nicolas Guilhot explores this question in his penetrating look at how
the U.S. government, the World Bank, political scientists, NGOs, think tanks, and various international
organizations have appropriated the movement for democracy and human rights to export neoliberal policies
throughout the world. His work charts the various symbolic, ideological, and political meanings that have
developed around human rights and democracy movements. Guilhot suggests that these shifting meanings
reflect the transformation of a progressive, emancipatory movement into an industry, dominated by
"experts," ensconced in positions of power.

Guilhot's story begins in the 1950s when U.S. foreign policy experts promoted human rights and democracy
as part of a "democratic international" to fight the spread of communism. Later, the unlikely convergence of
anti-Stalinist leftists and the nascent neoconservative movement found a place in the Reagan administration.
These "State Department Socialists," as they were known, created policies and organizations that provided
financial and technical expertise to democratic movements, but also supported authoritarian, anti-communist
regimes, particularly in Latin America.

Guilhot also traces the intellectual and social trajectories of key academics, policymakers, and institutions,
including Seymour M. Lipset, Jeane Kirkpatrick, the "Chicago Boys," including Milton Friedman, the
National Endowment for Democracy, and the Ford Foundation. He examines the ways in which various
individuals, or "double agents," were able to occupy pivotal positions at the junction of academe, national,
and international institutions, and activist movements. He also pays particular attention to the role of the
social sciences in transforming the old anti-Communist crusades into respectable international organizations
that promoted progressive and democratic ideals, but did not threaten the strategic and economic goals of
Western governments and businesses.

Guilhot's purpose is not to disqualify democracy promotion as a conspiratorial activity. Rather he offers new
perspectives on the roles of various transnational human rights institutions and the policies they promote.
Ultimately, his work proposes a new model for understanding the international politics of legitimate
democratic order and the relation between popular resistance to globalization and the "Washington
Consensus."
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

The book The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order for being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Democracy Makers: Human
Rights and the Politics of Global Order. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jessica Nakagawa:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order suitable to you? The particular book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and
the Politics of Global Orderis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Lisa Knight:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Democracy Makers: Human
Rights and the Politics of Global Order, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Maria Mariani:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the
Politics of Global Order can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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