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"Accurst be he that first invented war," wrote Christopher Marlowe--a declaration that most of us would take
as a literary, not literal, construction. But in this sweeping overview of the rise of civilization, Robert
O'Connell finds that war is indeed an invention--an institution that arose due to very specific historical
circumstances, an institution that now verges on extinction.
In Ride of the Second Horseman, O'Connell probes the distant human past to show how and why war arose.
He begins with a definition that distinguishes between war and mere feuding: war involves group rather than
individual issues, political or economic goals, and direction by some governmental structure, carried out with
the intention of lasting results. With this definition, he finds that ants are the only other creatures that
conduct it--battling other colonies for territory and slaves. But ants, unlike humans, are driven by their genes;
in humans, changes in our culture and subsistence patterns, not our genetic hardware, brought the rise of
organized warfare. O'Connell draws on anthropology and archeology to locate the rise of war sometime after
the human transition from nomadic hunting and gathering to agriculture, when society split between farmers
and pastoralists. Around 5500 BC, these pastoralists initiated the birth of war with raids on Middle Eastern
agricultural settlements. The farmers responded by ringing their villages with walls, setting off a process of
further social development, intensified combat, and ultimately the rise of complex urban societies dependent
upon warfare to help stabilize what amounted to highly volatile population structures, beset by frequent
bouts of famine and epidemic disease. In times of overpopulation, the armies either conquered new lands or
self-destructed, leaving fewer mouths to feed. In times of underpopulation, slaves were taken to provide
labor. O'Connell explores the histories of the civilizations of ancient Sumeria, Egypt, Assyria, China, and the
New World, showing how war came to each and how it adapted to varying circumstances. On the other hand,
societies based on trade employed war much more selectively and pragmatically. Thus, Minoan Crete, long
protected from marauding pastoralists, developed a wealthy mercantile society marked by unmilitaristic
attitudes, equality between men and women, and a relative absence of class distinctions. In Assyria, by
contrast, war came to be an end in itself, in a culture dominated by male warriors.
Despite the violence in the world today, O'Connell finds reason for hope. The industrial revolution broke the
old patterns of subsistence: war no longer serves the demographic purpose it once did. Fascinating and
provocative, Ride of the Second Horseman offers a far-reaching tour of human history that suggests the age-
old cycle of war may now be near its end.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Ride of the Second Horseman: The Birth and Death of War.

Tracey Egan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ride of the Second Horseman: The Birth and Death of War as
the daily resource information.

Steven Ward:

The actual book Ride of the Second Horseman: The Birth and Death of War has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Sarah Creamer:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Ride of the Second Horseman: The Birth and Death of
War to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that
the reserve Ride of the Second Horseman: The Birth and Death of War can to be your friend when you're
feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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