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Although many commentators have dealt with various aspects of structure in Sophoclean drama, G. M.
Kirkwood contends that "Sophocles' mastery of dramatic form is accepted with casual and superficial
deference rather than fully and clearly understood." This book shows how Sophocles' method of presenting
character, his unique handling of myth, his predilection for presenting ideas by comparison and contrast, and
his principles of structure are so closely related that they serve to clarify each other.

In an analysis of the form of Sophocles' seven extant plays, Kirkwood demonstrates the existence of several
deliberate and distinct types of dramatic construction. Sophocles' use of the chorus, his irony, and certain
aspects of diction are considered as a part of his dramatic art and as elements of structure. Kirkwood
discusses a number of traditional problems, among them questions of consistency and meaning in passages
from Ajax, Antigone, and Electra. He also considers the problem of "diptych" structure, and shows that it is a
definite dramatic shape, of primary importance in understanding the three plays in which it appears.

Distinctive Sophoclean concepts in which the words eugenes and daimon are conspicuous, the meaning of
tragedy in relation to Sophocles' plays, and Sophocles' outlook on deity and on man and his fate are also
subjects of illuminating discussions. This book offers ample evidence to support Kirkwood's contention that,
"Only when we inquire into the means by which Sophocles invests his plays with their constant air not only
of relevance but of immediacy do we begin to understand Sophoclean form."

For the paperback edition of this classic study of Sophoclean poetics, the author has written a new preface
that assesses the reception of his work and has updated the bibliography to include more recent scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called A Study of
Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Maritza Berry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studies in
Classical Philology) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marilyn Chambers:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studies
in Classical Philology) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology).

Doris Cobb:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called
of book A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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