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How can Christians live with a surprising God? How can we know and trust God without taming God or
reducing God to an idol? Is knowing God the same thing as being open to God? Is God’s freedom to act
independently of our knowing him actually how we know him most genuinely and deeply? In "Unexpected
Jesus", Craig Hovey explores in depth the idea that the Christian gospel is a surprising encounter that calls
for people to risk living with a God who shows up in unexpected ways.

The Gospels often portray Jesus Christ as elusive and difficult to grasp. Hovey helps the reader to “un-
expect” Jesus—to preserve Jesus’s reality as a surprise rooted in the resurrection. As living and free, the
joyous presence of Christ in the world is also unfathomable and uncontainable. Jesus’s being free and
surprising—unexpected—strengthens Christians’ trust in God and helps them to live in God’s world.

“In a world overpopulated by studies that claim to explain the historical Jesus, Craig Hovey reminds readers
of the surprise of Jesus in the gospel, in the story of the church, and in the lives of Christians today. Through
flowing prose and pithy observations, Hovey challenges the church to take up the difficult task of living out
the truly surprising life of Jesus.”
—C. A. Reeder, Assistant Professor of New Testament, Westmont College

“This book surprised me! I expected, in some sense, a guide to Jesus and the Christian life. Instead, I found
myself reading a book of deep and challenging theology. No, not instead! I found myself learning Jesus and
the Christian life just as I was reading deep and challenging theology. It is the kind of book that might, for
example, and by God’s surprising grace, turn a senior seminar on Christology into an event of faith, an
encounter with the unexpected Jesus. Don’t miss it.”
—Douglas Harink, Professor of Theology, The King’s University College

“Craig Hovey has written a surprising book about the surprise of the gospel. He ranges easily and widely
from the gospels to Plato to Nietzsche, always keeping his focus on how Christian convictions and practices
shape daily life. Hovey’s refreshing study will encourage believers to walk with a God who defies our
expectations in his unswerving faithfulness.”
—Peter J. Leithart, Senior Fellow of Theology, New Saint Andrews College

Craig Hovey is Assistant Professor of Religion at Ashland University in Ashland, Ohio. He is the author of
Bearing True Witness: Truthfulness in Christian Practice (Eerdmans, 2011), Nietzsche and Theology (T&T
Clark, 2008), To Share in the Body: A Theology of Martyrdom for Today’s Church (Brazos, 2008), and
Speak Thus: Christian Language in Church and World (Cascade, 2008).
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Unexpected Jesus:
The Gospel as Surprise suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surpriseis the main one of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Kevin Applegate:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surprise, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Nathan Strong:

Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surprise can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Unexpected Jesus: The
Gospel as Surprise yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.

Thomas Mitchell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel
as Surprise.
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