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It could be argued that it was mere chance that drew Barbara Kraft, a young aspiring writer, into friendship
with each party of one of literature’s most famous love affairs: Anaïs Nin, and then Henry Miller; yet, upon
reflection, it seems it was meant to be. In 1974 Kraft signed up for a writing course with Nin only months
before the discovery of the cancer that would end the famous diarist’s life two years later, and Kraft would
prove to be a faithful and dependable friend and companion until the end. During this time, Kraft kept a diary
detailing the events of her relationship with Nin, which would become the heart of her acclaimed memoir
Anaïs Nin: The Last Days. Only months after Nin’s death, Kraft attended a “Q & A” talk by Henry Miller
and, inspired by his dynamism, did a “crash” rereading of much of his work. This rediscovery led to Kraft
writing and reading “An Open Letter to Henry Miller” on an NPR station, which Miller eventually heard and
admired. Wanting to meet Kraft, Miller invited her to cook dinner for him, and, of course, to engage in a
long and interesting talk with him, a habit Miller developed during his destitute days in 1930s Paris when he
made sure he was invited for lunch and dinner in exchange for good conversation each day of the week.
While no longer destitute, and in failing health, the ritual of dinner and conversation kept on until the very
end. Kraft became one of Miller’s sixteen regular cooks, and she developed not only a comradery with him,
but a mutually nurturing friendship for the last two years of his life. This memoir is an inside look at the
chaos that ruled the famous house on Ocampo Drive in Pacific Palisades, the long stream of people who
lived or crashed there, the revolving door of seekers, celebrities, scholars and filmmakers, and how Miller
maintained a fulfilling and creative life in the midst of all the commotion. We see the dynamics of Miller’s
relationships with his family, his young love interest and those who professed to care for him as his health
declined. We discover how some sought to exploit him and how others rose to the occasion when he needed
help. It is a highly personal story in which Kraft captures Miller’s conversations so perfectly that one can
imagine his voice uttering the words. Henry Miller: The Last Days is a celebration of Miller’s indomitable
spirit as his body failed him, his rebellion against old age, his refusal to give in, his never-ending submission
to the creative urge, his battle to preserve his right to dinner, wine and talk even if it meant superhuman
effort. It is the story of how one of America’s most celebrated writers could have died alone in a house full
of strangers. After absorbing Barbara Kraft’s sensitive and yet bold narrative, one cannot help but have even
more respect for Henry Miller’s courage and humility, and rejoice in his final triumph.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading through a book
especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Henry Miller: The Last
Days: A Memoir, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Dawne Feliciano:

The particular book Henry Miller: The Last Days: A Memoir has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
looking over this book.

Lisa Keener:

Henry Miller: The Last Days: A Memoir can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Henry Miller: The Last Days: A Memoir
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Kelly Edge:

The book untitled Henry Miller: The Last Days: A Memoir contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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