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American composer Morton Feldman is increasingly seen to have been one of the key figures in late-
twentieth-century music, with his work exerting a powerful influence into the twenty-first century. At the
same time, much about his music remains enigmatic, largely due to long-standing myths about supposedly
intuitive or aleatoric working practices. In Composing Ambiguity, Alistair Noble reveals key aspects of
Feldman's musical language as it developed during a crucial period in the early 1950s. Drawing models from
primary sources, including Feldman's musical sketches, he shows that Feldman worked deliberately within a
two-dimensional frame, allowing a focus upon the fundamental materials of sounding pitch in time. Beyond
this, Feldman's work is revealed to be essentially concerned with the 12-tone chromatic field, and with the
delineation of complexes of simple proportions in 'crystalline' forms. Through close reading of several
important works from the early 1950s, Noble shows that there is a remarkable consistency of compositional
method, despite the varied experimental notations used by Feldman at this time. Not only are there direct
relations to be found between staff-notated works and grid scores, but much of the language developed by
Feldman in this period was still in use even in his late works of the 1980s.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

The book Composing Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton Feldman can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Composing Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton Feldman? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Composing Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton
Feldman has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Ward:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Composing Ambiguity: The
Early Music of Morton Feldman book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Suzanne Macdougall:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Composing
Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton Feldman suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Composing Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton Feldmanis
the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Ali Ellison:

The actual book Composing Ambiguity: The Early Music of Morton Feldman has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.
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