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We tend to think of the Victorians as the personification of prudery and puritanism, a people whose sexual
attitudes, practices, and knowledge differed greatly from our own, to their detriment. Indeed, even in the
midst of the AIDS crisis and our growing concern about safe sex, the Victorians hardly seem an appealing
role model of sexual behavior. But is this image really very accurate? What did the Victorians really think
about sex? What were their sex lives like? And what wider concepts--biological, political, religious--shaped
their sexuality?
The Making of Victorian Sexuality directly confronts one of the most persistent cliches of modern times.
Drawing on a wealth of sources from medical and scientific texts, to popular fiction, evangelical writing, and
the work of radicals such as Godwin and Mill, Michael Mason shows how much of our perception of
nineteenth-century sexual culture is simply wrong. Covering such topics as premarital sex, marriage,
prostitution, women's sexuality, and male masturbation, Mason shows that, far from being a license for
prudery and hypocrisy, Victorian sexuality was guided by a humane and progressive vision of society's
future. Mason reveals that the average Victorian man was not necessarily the church-going, tyrannical,
secretly lecherous, bourgeois pater familias of modern-day legend, but often an agnostic, radical-minded,
sexually continent citizen, with a deliberately restricted number of children. He paints a society in which
husbands and wives knew full well about female orgasm and women's sexuality; where if some specialists
believed that nervous disorders in women, ranging from epilepsy to schizophrenia, were due to masturbation,
most experts emphatically denied the connection; and where the extensive use of birth control devices first
began (pioneered oddly enough by the bottom of the middle class: shop-owners, hotel-keepers, and other
nonmanual but nonprofessional and nonmanagerial workers). Furthermore, he points out that Victorians
were the first to concern themselves about sex education for children, the quality of urban nightlife,
commuter marriages, the competing claims of pleasure and procreation in married sex, and the rationale of
divorce.
Persuasively arguing that there is much in Victorian sexual moralism of interest to the late twentieth century,
this lively and fascinating study offers a radical challenge to one of the most enduring myths of our age.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Alvarez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
a number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Making of Victorian Sexuality, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Dominic Maddock:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely The Making of Victorian Sexuality.

Cheryl Fisher:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book The Making of Victorian Sexuality we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Making of Victorian Sexuality. You can
more appealing than now.

Sunny Lopez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Making of Victorian Sexuality when you needed it?
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