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There is a persistent myth about the British: that we are a nation of stoics, with stiff upper lips, repressed
emotions, and inactive lachrymal glands. Weeping Britannia - the first history of crying in Britain -
comprehensively debunks this myth.

Far from being a persistent element in the 'national character', the notion of the British stiff upper lip was in
fact the product of a relatively brief and militaristic period of our past, from about 1870 to 1945. In earlier
times we were a nation of proficient, sometimes virtuosic moral weepers. To illustrate this perhaps surprising
fact, Thomas Dixon charts six centuries of weeping Britons, and theories about them, from the medieval
mystic Margery Kempe in the early fifteenth century, to Paul Gascoigne's famous tears in the semi-finals of
the 1990 World Cup. In between, the book includes the tears of some of the most influential figures in
British history, from Oliver Cromwell to Margaret Thatcher (not forgetting George III, Queen Victoria,
Charles Darwin, and Winston Churchill along the way).

But the history of weeping in Britain is not simply one of famous tear-stained individuals. These tearful
micro-histories all contribute to a bigger picture of changing emotional ideas and styles over the centuries,
touching on many other fascinating areas of our history. For instance, the book also investigates the histories
of painting, literature, theatre, music and the cinema to discover how and why people have been moved to
tears by the arts, from the sentimental paintings and novels of the eighteenth century and the romantic music
of the nineteenth, to Hollywood weepies, expressionist art, and pop music in the twentieth century.

Weeping Britannia is simultaneously a museum of tears and a philosophical handbook, using history to shed
new light on the changing nature of Britishness over time, as well as the ever-shifting ways in which we
express and understand our emotional lives. The story that emerges is one in which a previously rich
religious and cultural history of producing and interpreting tears was almost completely erased by the rise of
a stoical and repressed British empire in the late nineteenth century. Those forgotten philosophies of tears
and feeling can now be rediscovered. In the process, readers might perhaps come to view their own tears in a
different light, as something more than mere emotional incontinence.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Weeping
Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The book untitled Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tearsis the main one of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Charles English:

The guide untitled Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears is the reserve that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears from the publisher
to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Bridget Chacon:

Why? Because this Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Caroline Hagemann:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Weeping
Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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