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From Pong to PlayStation 3 and beyond, Understanding Video Games is the first general introduction to the
exciting new field of video game studies. This textbook traces the history of video games, introduces the
major theories used to analyze games such as ludology and narratology, reviews the economics of the game
industry, examines the aesthetics of game design, surveys the broad range of game genres, explores player
culture, and addresses the major debates surrounding the medium, from educational benefits to the effects of
violence.

Throughout the book, the authors ask readers to consider larger questions about the medium:

what defines a video game?●

who plays games?●

why do we play games?●

how do games affect the player?●

Extensively illustrated, Understanding Video Games is an indispensable and comprehensive resource for
those interested in the ways video games are reshaping entertainment and society. A Companion Website
(www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415977210) features student resources including discussion questions
for each chapter, a glossary of key terms, a video game timeline, and links to other video game studies
resources for further study.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Vazquez:

The reason why? Because this Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Fern Barron:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Peter Mullins:

Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Understanding Video Games:
The Essential Introduction yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Leonard Vega:

Beside this kind of Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction in your phone, it could give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Understanding Video Games: The Essential Introduction because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that



will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at
this point!
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