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The true story of how a rusty New Orleans banana boat staffed with a most unlikely and diverse crew
was drafted into service in WWII—and heroically succeeded in setting the stage for Patton's epic
invasion of North Africa.

The largest amphibious invasion force ever to cross the Atlantic Ocean set sail from Virginia in November
1942 with the aim of capturing Casablanca and a crucial airfield northeast of the city. Unfortunately, the
airfield was located a dozen miles up a twisting Morrocan river, too shallow for any ship in the entire Allied
fleet. As the invasion neared, the War Department turned up the Contessa, a salt-caked Honduran-registered
civilian freighter that had spent most of her career hauling bananas and honeymooners. 
   This unremarkable ship, crewed by seamen from twenty-six different nations, eighteen sailors pulled from
the Norfolk County jail, and a French harbor pilot spirited out of Morroco by OSS agents, became the focus
of the opening salvo of World War II. Too late to join the massive convoy sailing for Africa, the Contessa
set out on her own through the U-boat-infested waters of the Atlantic to the shores of Morocco, where she
faced her most daunting challenge: the twelve-mile voyage up the well-defended Sebou River, carrying an
explosive cocktail of airplane fuel and nine hundred tons of bombs in her holds.
   Twelve Desperate Miles is a surprising and entertaining account of one of the great untold stories of the
war.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

The book Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying
a book Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa to become your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Twelve
Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jeffrey Gorski:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Cooper:

This book untitled Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

David Beall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World
War II Voyage of the SS Contessa guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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