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Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici explores Catherine de Medici's 'flying
squadron', the legendary ladies-in-waiting of the sixteenth-century French queen mother who were alleged to
have been ordered to seduce politically influential men for their mistress's own Machiavellian purposes.
Branded a 'cabal of cuckoldry' by a contemporary critic, these women were involved in scandals that have
encouraged a perception, which continues in much academic literature, of the late Valois court as debauched
and corrupt.

Rather than trying to establish the guilt or innocence of the accused, Una McIlvenna here focuses on
representations of the scandals in popular culture and print, and on the collective portrayal of the women in
the libelous and often pornographic literature that circulated information about the court. She traces the
origins of this material to the all-male intellectual elite of the parlementaires: lawyers and magistrates who
expressed their disapproval of Catherine's political and religious decisions through misogynist pamphlets and
verse that targeted the women of her entourage.

Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici reveals accusations of poisoning and incest to
be literary tropes within a tradition of female defamation dating to classical times that encouraged a
collective and universalizing notion of women as sexually voracious, duplicitous and, ultimately, dangerous.
In its focus on manuscript and early print culture, and on the transition from a world of orality to one
dominated by literacy and textuality, this study has relevance for scholars of literary history, particularly
those interested in pamphlet and libel culture.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici (Women
and Gender in the Early Modern World). Try to make the book Scandal and Reputation at the Court of
Catherine de Medici (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Catherine Nelson:

The book Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a
good thing like a book Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici (Women and Gender in
the Early Modern World)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Scandal and
Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Erin Kizer:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Scandal and Reputation at the Court of Catherine de Medici (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sandra Wright:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Scandal and Reputation at the Court of
Catherine de Medici (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) which is getting the e-book version.



So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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