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The rich and those in authority in church and state have, over the centuries, expressed mixed feelings about
the poor, oscillating between pity and fear, compassion and revulsion. Why this should have been so, the
effects it had on private and public actions, and the changing nature and orgins of the poor themselves form
the subject of this book. A great sweep of time is covered, from the first millenium to the present day. Even
in the Middle Ages, the author suggests, there was little sentimentality about the poor - other than for those
who chose to be so - and charity was valued as a way of excusing what was kept. Then the poor had
functions, as the means of securing divine salvation through the giving of alms, and as contractors who
would pray for their benefactors. But with the economic crises that afflicted Europe in the 16th century, mass
poverty came to be seen as harmful, dangerous and a source of instability: the poor must be forbidden to beg
and, lest they stole, provided with work. Most of the principles of modern poor relief were now formulated,
in parishes, cities and nationally. Few of these arrangements succeeded for long. The scale of poverty was
increasing: first through rural change in which farmers became landless labourers; then through industrial
change when craftsmen lost their status and independence and took uncertain employment in large industries.
If absolute poverty was less evident, the gap between rich and poor had become more manifest. It is here, Dr
Geremek shows, that the utopian ideals of socialism were born. Unrest could be contained in state welfare
schemes, or it could be manipulated into revolution, and the poor once more enslaved - this time in the name
of their own interests. This book shows how central the role of poverty has been throughout the history of
Europe. It casts a fresh perspective on the actions of individuals, groups and nations, and on the underlying
nature of the greatest social changes the continent has experienced.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this specific Poverty: A History to read.

Jane Nelsen:

Here thing why this Poverty: A History are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Poverty: A History
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with Poverty: A History. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It
is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Poverty: A History in e-book can be your
option.

Douglas Johnson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Poverty: A History your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then
become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Poverty: A History
giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for
your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christopher Evan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Poverty: A History will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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