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Amid a display of sunshine-yellow electric appliances in a model home at the 1959 American National
Exhibition in Moscow, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and U.S. Vice President Richard Nixon squared
off on the merits of their respective economic systems. One of the signature events of the cold war, the
impromptu Kitchen Debate has been widely viewed as the opening skirmish in a propaganda war over which
superpower could provide a better standard of living for its citizens. However, as Greg Castillo shows in
Cold War on the Home Front, this debate and the American National Exhibition itself were, in fact, the
culmination of a decade-long ideological battle fought with refrigerators, televisions, living room suites, and
prefab homes.

The first in-depth history of how domestic environments were exploited to promote the superiority of either
capitalism or socialism on both sides of the Iron Curtain, Cold War on the Home Front reveals the tactics
used by the American government to seduce citizens of the Soviet bloc with state-of-the-art consumer goods
and the reactions of the Communist Party. Beginning in 1950, the U.S. State Department sponsored home
expositions in West Berlin that were specifically designed to attract residents of East Berlin, featuring dream
homes with modernist furnishings that presented an idealized vision of the lifestyle enjoyed by the
consumer-citizen in the West. In response, Party authorities in East Germany staged socialist home
expositions intended to evoke the domestic ideal of a cultured proletariat.

Castillo closely follows the course of this escalating rivalry between competing consumer cultures through
the 1950s, concluding that the Soviet bloc's inability to make good on the claim that it could emulate goods
and living standards offered by the West was a contributing factor in communism's eventual demise. Using a
mosaic of sources ranging from recently declassified government documents to homemaking journals and
popular fiction, Cold War on the Home Front contributes an engaging new perspective on midcentury
modernist style and its political uses at the dawn of the cold war.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of
Midcentury Design.

Stewart Moore:

The book Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Cold War on the
Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Phyllis Ramirez:

The reason why? Because this Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Andrea Behnke:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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